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ACCESSIBILITY

MATTERS

Key Accessibility dates in

Rick Hansen Foundation - Schools & Communities 2026:
Start meaningful conversations about disability in * January:Braille Literacy
your classroom with the Rick Hansen Foundation  Month
School Program (RHFSP). They provide educators and ¢ March: Developmental
schools across Canada with the education and  Disabilities Awareness
awareness tools they need to create more disability-  Month
inclusive and accessible K-12 classrooms and . April: Autism Acceptance
communities. In addition, they support and celebrate  ponth
youth with disabilities and young inclusion May 21, 2026:Global
advocates through awards, scholarships and
mentorship.
https://www.rickhansen.com/schools-communities

@A

Accessibility Awareness
Day (GAAD)

Why is Accessibility Important?
https://kids.kiddle.co/Accessibility
Accessibility is important because it helps
everyone be included. When places and
services are accessible, people with

AccessADbility Fun facts: disabilities can:
Accessibility features like curb cuts e Go to school and learn.
automatic _doors, captioning, and Find jobs and work.
speech-to-text were often born from Visit friends and family.
disability needs but now benefit Enjoy parks, shops, and public places.
everyone, from parents with strollers Get information and communicate easily.

to people in noisy environments; also,

4.8%

Ontario Disability Statistics

over 2.5 billion people need assistive
Peop 15.4% of Ontarians aged 15 and

tech, with numbers rising, and . . . .
over report having a disability, with
accessibility isn't just for permanent reporting a mental health

disabilities, but also temporary or disability or addiction and 10.6%
situational ones, like using a phone in reporting another disability.

sunlight.

ncdsb.on.ca/our-board/accessibility




