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NCDSB Receives Symbolic Quilt Marking New 3 Year Pastoral Plan

May 21, 2026
For Immediate Release

Timmins, ON — The Northeastern Catholic District School Board (NCDSB) proudly received a
meaningful and symbolic gift during a special gathering at Pope Francis Elementary School. In the
presence of students and Board Trustee representatives, Vanessa Genier of Quilt For Survivors
presented a handcrafted quilt to mark the beginning of NCDSB’s upcoming three-year pastoral
plan.

The quilt serves as a powerful representation of the Board’s new pastoral theme, “Rooted in
Belonging. Growing Together.”, which will guide NCDSB communities beginning in September
2026. Each year of the pastoral plan will focus on a sub-theme inspired by the foundational
virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love, reflecting the Board’s commitment to nurturing spiritual growth
and a strong sense of belonging among students and staff.

Vanessa Genier took time during the visit to engage with students, sharing the significance of her
work and the deeper meaning behind the quilt. Her presentation offered a moment of reflection
and connection for all in attendance.

Glenn Sheculski, Board Trustee Chair commented “On behalf of the Northeastern Catholic District
School Board, | would like to extend our sincere gratitude for the creation and design of the
Indigenous Quilt being presented in honour of our new three-year Pastoral Theme, Rooted in
Belonging, Growing Together.

This beautiful and meaningful work reflects a deep spirit of community, connection, and shared
journey. It will serve as a lasting symbol of our commitment to fostering belonging, respect, and
growth within our schools and beyond.”

The NCDSB Family would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Vanessa for her time, her
inspiring presence, and the creation of this beautiful quilt. This gift will stand as a lasting symbol
of unity, care, and shared purpose as we move forward together in faith.
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About NCDSB - The Northeastern Catholic District School Board (NCDSB) provides faith-based education
across Northeastern Ontario’s Cochrane, Timiskaming, Nipissing, and Moosonee Districts, with 12
elementary schools and one secondary school offering English and French Immersion programs.

For more information, please reach out to Andrew Marks, Community Relations Officer at
amarks@ncdsb.obn.ca
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