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Dear Families,

As we prepare to welcome students back to our schools, | want to extend a warm welcome to every family in the
Northeastern Catholic District School Board.

A new school year brings with it new opportunities to learn, grow, and strengthen the relationships that make our
Catholic schools such special places. This year also marks the beginning of our new three-year Pastoral Plan,
Rooted in Belonging. Growing Together.

Belonging begins with each person knowing they are welcomed, valued, and loved. Together—as families, staff,
and communities - we help each other grow in faith, hope, love, and learning. We look forward to walking
alongside you throughout the year.

STUDENT & FAMILY SUPPORT OFFICE

The Student and Family Support Office (SFSO) is being established to strengthen how the Northeastern Catholic
District School Board (NCDSB) responds to parent/guardian inquiries in a clear, consistent, and timely manner, in
alignment with Ministry of Education requirements.

Effective communication with families is essential. While classrooms and schools remain the primary points of
contact for all concerns, the Student and Family Support Office provides an additional avenue of support, helping
families navigate questions, understand Board processes, and receive timely, accurate information when concerns
have not been addressed at the school level. We encourage you to visit our website to learn more about the
Student and Family Support Office.

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT SURVEY - SHARE WHAT’'S IMPORTANT TO YOU

Strong schools are built through strong partnerships with families. As we begin this school year, we invite you to
complete our brief Family Engagement Survey. Your feedback will help us better understand what matters most to
you and where we can focus our efforts during the coming year.

The survey takes only a few minutes to complete. Later this fall, we will share a summary of what we heard and
how your feedback will help shape our priorities for the year. Click to complete the Family Engagement Survey.

EVERY DAY COUNTS

One of the greatest contributors to student success is consistent school attendance. When students attend
school regularly, they build friendships, develop routines, strengthen their confidence, and experience
continuous learning. Even occasional absences can make it more difficult for students to stay connected
academically and socially.

We encourage families to make regular attendance a priority and to work closely with your child's school if
challenges arise. It is a parent/guardian’s responsibility to inform the school when your child is absent.
Please make an effort to fulfill this responsibility this year. Together, we can help every student thrive.
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https://forms.gle/zyWvunSqt1o5Tbyt5
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE THROUGH CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

Catholic School Councils provide an important voice in our school communities by strengthening the partnership
between home, school, parish, and community. Serving on your local Catholic School Council is a meaningful way
to contribute to the life of your school. Members provide consultation and perspectives that support student
achievement, well-being, Catholic identity, and positive school communities.

Information about council elections and meetings will be shared by your school during the first few weeks of
September. We encourage you to consider becoming involved.

ROOTED IN BELONGING. GROWING TOGETHER.

This year marks the beginning of our new three-year Pastoral Plan, Rooted in Belonging. Growing Together.
Throughout the 2026-2027 school year, our shared focus will be Growing in Faith—encouraging students, staff,
and families to reflect on their values, strengthen relationships, and live with compassion, hope, and purpose.
When students experience a true sense of belonging, they are more confident to learn, more willing to care for
others, and better able to discover and develop their unique gifts. Together, we are strengthening learning and
work environments where every person is welcomed, valued, and encouraged to flourish.

Thank you for the trust you place in our schools each day. We look forward to partnering with you throughout the
coming year as we continue to learn together, strive for excellence, and be in service to God and each other.

May you and your family be blessed with a joyful and successful school year.

Sincerely,
Tricin Stefanic Welly
Chief Executive & Education Officer
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